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It is one thing to photograph people. It is another to 

make others care about them by revealing the core of 

their humanness.—Paul Strand, 1890-1976. 

© Dorothea Lange, 1936 (Google LIFE Archives) 

© Dorothea Lange, LIFE Magazine 



3 

Combine pictures and spoken words  

together effectively in your presentations to 

achieve a 55% increase in retention of pre-

sented material over using words alone. 

This is known as the “multimedia principle,” 

outlined by Dr. Richard Mayer, UC-Santa 

Barbara (2001). 

People learn better from words and 

pictures than from words alone. 
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When possible, replace displayed text on 

your slides with images or diagrams. 

BEFORE 
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AFTER 

In this example, three text-filled slides were 

replaced with a single diagram showing the 

entire process at once. 
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Use a storyboard form (or blank paper) to 

draw out your graphic ideas for your presen-

tation slides. Then locate (or create) the  
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images you need for your slides. But don’t 

be wedded to your original drawings—you 

might find more appropriate imagery when 

searching online.  

Review your image selections with a trusted 

colleague to be sure that the messages con-

veyed by your images are clear and relevant 

to the presentation.  
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Image Sources 

Here are some great sources for images to 

use in your presentations: 

Microsoft Office Online 

http://office.microsoft.com 

Creative Commons Search 

http://search.creativecommons.org 

Flickr Commons 

http://www.flickr.com/commons 

LIFE Archives on Google Images 

http://images.google.com/hosted/life 

World Digital Library 

http://www.wdl.org 

Stock XChange (my favorite free site) 

http://www.sxc.hu 

Fotolia ($ - $$$) 

http://www.fotolia.com 
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Dreamstime ($ - $$$) 

http://www.dreamstime.com 

US Government Images 

http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Graphics.shtml 

If you’re handy with your camera, why not 

take the photos yourself? 

© Microsoft Office Clip Art Online 



10 

Images used in your presentations should be 

relevant to the presentation content and of 

high quality.  The photo below, for example,  

is appropriate for a presentation on school 

libraries, but is probably not the best choice 

for a presentation on the latest cataloging 

standards. 

When in doubt, check in with a  

colleague or trusted friend and ask them to 

review your image choices. Consider chang-

ing any that may be confusing or unclear. 

© Microsoft Office Clip Art Online 



11 

Do not use blurry, underexposed, or other-

wise poor quality images. Using no image is 

better than using a poor quality one. 

© Author unknown, 5000 Photos CD (Venice folder)  
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Left-Vertical Image Layout 
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Full-Bleed Image Layout 

© Liquid Library, Used under license. 
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Right-Vertical Image Layout 
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Assertion-Evidence Slide Layout (See Notes) 
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Once you have inserted and edited all of 

your images, compress them to shrink the 

file size and make the file load faster.  

 

Click on any picture in your presentation to 

activate the FORMAT toolbar, then click 

on Compress Pictures.   
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Find Some Design Inspiration 

Ideas from other media (print, video, TV, 

web) can be reinterpreted for use in your 

presentations. Here are some of my favorite 

sources of inspiration: 

The Dieline  

http://www.thedieline.com/ 

Note and Point 

http://noteandpoint.com/ 

Before & After Magazine 

http://www.bamagazine.com 

Delicious List of Design Links 

http://delicious.com/lhilyer/design 

© Microsoft Office Clip Art Online 
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Four Questions For Your Learning 

Identify some concepts or ideas that you 

learned during this presentation? 

Why are these concepts or ideas important? 
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How can you apply what you’ve learned to 

your own presentations? 

What questions has this workshop raised for 

you? What are you still wondering about? 

Dietz-Uhler, B. and Lanter, J.R. 2009. 
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Top Five Ideas To Remember 

Using words and pictures  

TOGETHER is better than using 

words alone. 

Use storyboards to develop your 

image ideas. 

Find several pictures for each con-

cept, then choose the best one. 

Bigger is better: use the biggest pic-

ture file size you can find. 

Images in your presentation should 

be relevant and of high quality. 
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